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The Honorable Representative Frank Pallone, Jr.
Chairman, House Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives

2125 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

SUBIJECT: Letter of Support— H.R. 2355. H.R. 2364, H.R. 2366. H.R. 2379, and H.R.
2405

Dear Chairman Pallone,

Buenas yan Hafa Adai! On behalf of the 36" Guam Legislature, 1 wish to express my
support of H.R. 2355, H.R. 2364. H.R. 2366, and H.R. 2405, all relative to facilitating
responsible and informed dispensation. use. and research of controlled substances. with
specific focus on opioids. I’d like to further request that Guam be considered for
eligibility for H.R. 2379, the “State Opioid Response Grant Authorization Act of 2021.”

I have sponsored and introduced legislation that would require prescribers in Guam to
register into our Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, establish a prescriber and patient
contract, and ensure that patients are adequately informed of their options and
alternatives to opioids. Approximately 42% of prescriptions are for opioids and while
these medications are a powerful pain-reducing medication and have aided thousands of
lives suffering from chronic pain. they are also highly addictive and pose several
potentially harmful effects to our individuals and our community. Only 10% of
prescribers on Guam actively use our PDMP database, making it difficult to adequately
assess and address our opioid addiction. Supporting the health and safety of the
community is a critical step towards curbing the island and the nation’s rising opioid
crisis and legislation and education should be at the first line of defense.

We thank you for your time and allowing me to express my dedication to the continued
and necessary fight against the opioid abuse. Should you wish to contact our office. please
reach us via email at senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org or through phone at +1(671)
989-7696.

Sincergly,

Sc¢hatéf Telena Cruz Nelson

Chairwoman, Committee on Federal and Foreign Relations
36th Guam Legslature
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